


1** Century 


The colors signify specific meanings: Red signifies Jesus' 
sacrifice, Gold for the Lord's deity, and Blue for the Virgin 
Mary. The symbol of the Holy Spirit is associated with 
Pentecost. The X cross represents Saint Andrew, because he 
was crucified on a cross of this type. The chalice symbolizes 
St. John, who was given a poisoned cup. His philosophy of 
education, written over five books, is grounded in Love. The 
keys are associated with St. Peter (Matthew 16 & 19). The 
sword is associated with St. Paul (Ephesian 6 & 17). 
DIDACHE (in the lower quarter) is the name of the first 
century catechism, a handbook of faith and teaching. 


2™¢ Century 


The serpents represent Gnosticism, an attempt to fuse Pagan 
and Christian beliefs. Three heroes of Christianity are 
depicted in the center band. Polycarp (top) sought to destroy 
false principles and was burned at the stake. Justin Martyr 
(center) offered noble defenses of Christianity. Ignatius 
(bottom), a pupil of St. John, taught that it is "good to know 
God." 


3' Century 


The Third century is often called "The Age of Martyrdom". 
During this century local parishes formed instructional 
schools (catechetical schools) to lead Baptism and church 
fellowship. The harp represents Cecilia, whose interest was 
church music. The grill is for Laurence, a deacon in Rome, 
who was roasted to death. He taught that Christian truth 1s 
fundamental to loyal citizenship. The torch represents 
Irenaeus, who established churches and schools in Southern 
France. 





4‘ Century 


The fourth century is known as the "Age of Constantine". 
The central symbols represent Constantine: a laurel because 
he was a Caesar; a symbol of Christ because he was a 
Christian; "spes publica” because Christianity became the 
"legal" "hope of the people". The symbol in the upper left 
represents Athanasius, who built his confessions on the 
Bible. The heart in flames represents Ambrose, who studied 
church music and liturgy. The right half depicts asceticism, 
the practice of pious exercise to subjugate the body and train 
the spirit for every Christian virtue. Many monasteries and 
nunneries were founded to aid this movement. 


5" Century 


The fifth century is known as "The Age of Augustine." 
Augustine likened his attempts at understanding the 
"Doctrine of Trinity" with his finite mind to that of a child 
scooping the ocean into a bucket. The lion with the book 
represents Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin. The 
book and chalice represents Chrysostom, the golden- 
tongued orator. The shamrock represents Patrick, who met 
the attacks of the heretic Pelagius. 


6" Century 


The sixth century is "The Age of Monastic Development" 
because monasteries gained popularity as the centers of 
Christian education. This shield resembles a chasuble, the 
priestly vestment used to celebrate the Lord's Supper. It 
represents Augustine of Canterbury, the great leader of the 
English Church. The broken bell represents the father of 
Western Monasticism, Benedict of Nursia. His threefold rule 
for monks was: poverty, chastity, and obedience. The Celtic 
Cross represents Colomba who helped Christianize 
Scotland. 





8" Century 


The eighth century is known for St. Bede the Venerable, a 
great English scholar. Bede is known as "The Teacher of the 
Middle Ages" for his Ecclesiastical History of the English 
People, which brought Christianity to the Anglo-Saxon 
tribes. During this century the Muslims had covered 
Northern Africa and moved into Spain and Southern France. 
The Muslim forces were defeated at the battle of Tours in 
732 by Charles Martel, or Charles "the Hammer." The 
image of the battle axe and the scimitar represent this battle 


11° Century 


The eleventh century is known as the "Age of the Crusades". 
Christians sought to capture mosques through violence and 
war. During this time the king of Norway tried to convert 
his country to Christianity. He died at the Battle of 
Stiklestad, but was canonized a year later as Saint Olaf. This 
act lead to the conversion of Norway. Olaf is symbolized by 
the battle axe. Bernard of Clairvaux, represented by the 
upper right crest, founded the Cistercian order of monks, 
and was responsible for the second crusade. 


12" Century 


The twelfth century is known as the "Age of Guilds." Some 
guilds were based on education and taught reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. Other guilds centered around either 
merchants or artisans. Artisan guilds trained in skills such as 
weaving, metal working, stained glass, or writing. 





13" Century 


The thirteenth century is known as the "Age of 
Scholasticism." This theological movement sought to 
reexamine the church doctrine to better understand its 
relationship to ancient philosophies. The chalice in the upper 
left represents St. Thomas Aquinas, a "Doctor of the 
Church", whose scholarship revolves around the church 
sacraments. The lower left represents St. Francis Assisi who 
founded the Franciscan order and is the first reported person 
to receive stigmata. The upper right represents Elizabeth of 
Thuringia, or Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, who established a 
hospital and served the poor. The lower right represents 
King Louis [X, or Saint Louis, who is responsible for the 
final two crusades, the seventh and eighth. 


14° Century 


The fourteenth century is home to some of the greatest 
theological writings and literature. John Wycliffe, known as 
the "Morning Star of the Reformation," was an incredible 
educator who first translated the bible into the common 
vernacular. He is often seen as the earliest Protestant 
reformer. The top symbol of the four evangelists and the 
date 1388 represent this pioneering scholar. Also during 
this century lived the great poet Dante who penned the 
unparalleled Divine Comedy. He is represented by the 
silhouette in laurel leaves. Thomas A' Kempis wrote the 
great Christian devotion Imitation of Christ, which 
emphasizes spiritual unity over materialism. He is 
represented by the two open books. 


15" Century 


The fifteenth century is known as the "Age of the 
Renaissance." Christopher Columbus sailed to discover new 
lands. This is represented by the three ships. Gutenberg 
invented the printing press, arguably the greatest human 
invention, and ushered in a new era of knowledge and 
information. The printing press is depicted in the lower area. 
John Hus was a theologian, academic, and early reformer. 
For his ideas he was burned at the stake. On suffering 
martyrdom he is reported to have said: "Today you are 
roasting a goose, but there will come a swan whom you will 
not destroy." 





17 Century 


In "The Age of Conquest" European culture and education 
were carried to the American shores. The upper portion of 
the shield tells the story of the settlement of the Atlantic 
coast by Lutheran groups. At the left of the center is the seal 
of Yale, and at the right is the seal of Harvard--both of 
which were founded in this century. The lower banner 
carries symbols for Gustavus Adolphus, a valiant warrior in 
the Thirty Years War; Paul Gerhardt, a gifted Lutheran 
hymn writer; and John Bengel, a theologian of the New 
Testament. 


18" Century 


1789 suggests the French struggle for liberty. The symbol in 
the upper right stands for the Industrial Revolution. A 
symbol of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism whose 
influence on Christian education is of more than passing 
interest, 1s in the lower right. The middle center symbolizes 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, "The Patriarch of the Lutheran 
Church in America." He took the leadership in forming the 
first Lutheran Synod in our country. And the upper center 
depicts American Independence and the beginnings of our 
free nation. In this "Age of Civil Liberty" the two emphases 
in education were the study of natural sciences and a 
humanistic tendency. 


19" Century 


The Saxon founders of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
arrived in America in this century. The symbol of that 
immigration is in the lower center. In the upper center is the 
first seal of our Synod. The symbol of our first academy and 
seminary is in the upper left. In the lower left is a 
representation of our Concordia Publishing House, 
established in 1869. And in the lower right are an elephant 
of India, a dragon of China, and the Maple Leaf of Canada- 
in all of which countries missions were started at this time. 
Soli Deo Gloria! 


